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Abstract
Reports have shown that about 18 percent of women and 1 percent of men in the United States
reported experiencing rape in the past (Center for Disease and Control Prevention, 2011). In
addition, a previous study has shown that victims of rape are often reluctant to report the
incidents, because they fear society’s perceptions of rape (Deming, Covan, Swan & Billings,
2013). Given this, it is important to study factors influencing individuals’ attribution of blame in
rape. While many studies have focused on the role of gender, sexual orientation, and alcohol
influence in perceptions of rape, research on the role of race is scarce. The purpose of this study
was to analyze the role of victim’s and perpetrator’s race in individuals’ attribution of blame in
rape. This study extended previous literature on the relationship between rape blaming attitudes
and race, by using a more diverse sample of subjects and by focusing on White, Black and
Latino victims and perpetrators. The hypothesis of this study was that victim’s and perpetrator’s
race will influence individuals’ attribution of blame to either the victim or the perpetrator in rape
scenarios. Specifically, we hypothesized that Black and Latino perpetrators and victims will be
blamed more than White victims and perpetrators. In the study, participants were randomly
assigned to one of 9 conditions. All participants were assessed on the dependent measure
attribution of blame. Unlike previous studies, our findings showed that victim and offender
characteristics, specifically their race, did not affect participants’ perceptions of rape. The results
of our study are useful for the implementation of policies and programs directed to change
society’s perceptions on rape, and therefore increase rape reporting rates.
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Introduction
According to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, CDCP (2011), about
eighteen percent of women and about one percent of men in the United States reported
experiencing rape at some point in their lifetime. Moreover, the 2010 Summary Report from The
National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey showed that the majority of female
victims were raped between the ages of 18 and 21 (CDCP, 2011). The majority of victims, both
females and males, reported their rapist to be someone they knew, such as a partner, a family
member or an acquaintance (CDCP, 2011). Stranger offenders were reported in only about 13
percent of female and 15 percent of male cases (CDCP, 2011). In addition, data from the same
survey have shown that approximately 68 percent of sexual assaults remain unreported (CDCP,
2011).
Deming and colleagues (2013) who examined rape myths and norms among female
college students, found that victims of rape are often reluctant in reporting the incidents because
they fear society’s perceptions of rape and they are worried that their case will not be tried fairly
within the criminal justice system. For example, Bieneck and Krahe (2010), who conducted a
study to explore the differences in attitudes towards blame attribution and exoneration of the
offender in rape and robbery cases, found that victims of rape are blamed much more than
victims of robberies, and consequently that perpetrators in rape cases are more likely to be
exonerated than perpetrators committing a robbery (Bieneck & Krahe, 2010). Moreover, their
findings show that the presence of biases in attitudes towards blame attribution is higher in cases
of rape than in robberies (Bieneck & Krahe, 2010). Thus, there are discrepancies in the way
society perceives rape victims compared to other crime victims, and these result in the creation
of rape myths that lead many victims of rape not to report their assaults.
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Given the importance of the rape reporting issue, many studies have been conducted to
assess factors influencing rape victim blaming, mostly bias factors. The purpose of this study is
to contribute to and expend previous research on the topic of rape, by analyzing race bias behind
attribution of blame in rape cases.
Literature Review
Attribution of Blame
Criminal justice agents, such as judges, jury members and the police, have the role of
determining offenders’ culpability and convicting them to the appropriate sentence. While these
agents are supposed to ignore extralegal factors in making their decisions, extensive research has
shown that biases such as race, age, gender, economic status and sexual orientation of the victims
and the offenders, are taken in consideration throughout the decision making process.
One of the theories that has been widely adopted to explain these biased mechanisms is
the defensive attribution theory (DAT) developed by Shaver in 1970. According to DAT,
individuals, when they realize that they might be in danger, develop an inside defensive
mechanism that leads them to meet their self-protective needs (Shaver, 1970). Therefore, when
applied to criminal behaviors, this defensive mechanism affects the individual’s perception of the
situation. Also, the theory suggests that the observer’s perceived similarity to the victim or to the
perpetrator will have an effect on the degree of blame attributed to either one of them (Shaver
1970). Thus, due to this defensive mechanism, observers who perceive a great degree of
similarity to the victim, are more likely to blame her or him less for the crime or vice versa,
because they believe that they could find themselves in the same situation and they would not
want to be blamed (Herzog, 2008).
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A study by Herzog (2008) examining the DAT and bias among individuals’ attribution of
blame, found that respondents were more likely to assign a lower degree of blame to either the
victim or the offender, if they presented similar characteristics such as gender and race.
Therefore, this research has shown that biases play a major role in the way individuals perceive
somebody’s blameworthiness.
Attribution of Blame: Race and Crimes
When it comes to race bias and crimes, research has widely covered the topic in order to
find solutions to eliminate the problem. A study conducted by Sommers and Ellsworth (2001),
examining racial bias among White jury members, found that the participants presented racial
discrimination against Black offenders. Another study conducted by Peffley and colleagues
(1997) found that White participants who held negative racial stereotypes were more likely to
judge Blacks in the area of crime policy more harshly than Whites in the same area. However,
those individuals who did not report negative stereotypes presented similar responses across both
races (Peffley, Hurwitz et al., 1997).
Moreover, research on hit and false alarm rates has revealed that own-race bias plays a
role in the way individuals are able to remember other people’s faces. Meissner and Brigham
(2001) found that own-race faces presented a higher proportion of hits and a lower proportion of
false alarms than other-race faces. In addition, research has shown that racial stereotypes also
affect the way Blacks perceive their encounters with the police. Najdowski and colleagues
(2015) found that in contrast with their White counterparts, Black participants were worried that
the police would discriminate against them and show racial stereotypes during their encounter. In
fact, they believed that the police would stereotype them as the typical offender and they
consequently expected to be judged by the officers.
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Therefore, previous research has shown how both racial stereotypes and racial
discrimination play an important role in influencing individuals’ attribution of blame in crimes
and in other criminal justice related instances, and also in influencing individuals’ perceptions of
how other people, especially police authorities, will treat them.
Attribution of Blame in Rape
Rape is one of the crimes where observers’ bias can have an effect on the way the person
perceives the situation and attributes the blame to either the victim or the perpetrator. The
majority of researchers in the field have focused their attention on bias behind victim blaming in
rape and this research has suggested that the main reasons behind these rape myths are victims’
and respondent’s gender, alcohol influence, prior relationship between victim and offender, race
of participants, and sexual orientation bias.
Alcohol Influence
Many studies have been conducted focusing on the effects of alcohol intoxication on
individuals’ attribution of blame in rape. In an early study by Richardson and Campbell (1982),
offenders were rated as less culpable when they were intoxicated, because they were considered
less in control of their actions. Similarly, a study on judges’ decisions regarding sexual assault
cases found that intoxicated perpetrators were judged as less culpable than sober ones,
demonstrating that alcohol is considered an extenuating circumstance that diminishes offenders’
culpability (Coates and Wade, 2004). Conversely, victims who were drunk were blamed more
than victims who were sober (Richardson & Campbell, 1982). These results were later confirmed
by Hammock and colleagues who found that victims of rape were considered as more
responsible if they were under the influence of alcohol (1997). Therefore, previous research has
repeatedly shown that respondents are more likely to blame the victim of rape if she is under the
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influence of alcohol than when she is sober, generally because they believe that the victim
“looked for it” and placed herself in the dangerous situation of being raped (Deming et al.,
2013).
Thus, alcohol intoxication in either the victim, the offender or both has been shown to
have an influence on attribution of blame to either the perpetrator or the victim in rape cases.
When attributing culpability in rape cases, society presents more negative biases against
intoxicated victims, while holding more positive attitudes towards intoxicated perpetrators.
Sexual Orientation and Gender
Gender has also been found to be a predictor of victim blaming. Previous research has
shown that the observers’ gender has an effect on their perceptions of rape. For example, males
are less likely than women to blame the offender in rape scenarios (Donovan, 2007). Moreover,
males are more likely than women to blame the female victim of rape. In fact, they are more
likely to define her as promiscuous, and therefore believe that she unconsciously caused the
assault (Donovan, 2007). While males attribute more culpability to female victim, especially if
she was wearing certain types of clothing, females, who are themselves more at risk of
victimization, are more likely to identify themselves with the victims and blame the offender for
the rape (Donovan, 2007). Researchers have suggested that gender-related system justification
could be in part responsible for these differences in attribution of culpability to the victim or
perpetrator, among male and female observers, where modern sexism in men contributes to
victim blaming (Stahl, Eek & Kazemi, 2010).
Men and women also generally perceive sexual incidents in different ways, depending on
the sexual orientation of the victim. While men are less likely to define an event as rape if the
victim is a homosexual woman or a heterosexual man, women are less likely to consider rape
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those incidents in which the victim is a homosexual man versus a heterosexual woman. For
example, Ford, Liwag-McLamb & Foley (1998) found that women believe that men are more
able to defend themselves than women, so they believe that male rape victims somehow agreed
to the rape. Conversely, males are more likely to define incidents where the victim is a
heterosexual woman or a homosexual man as rape, because the victim is the sexual object for the
men. Thus, males have difficulties believing that a man could rape somebody that it is not his
sexual object (Ford et al., 1998). In addition, other studies have demonstrated that respondents,
especially males, hold more negative attitudes towards gay male victims, and they are more
likely to consider them responsible for the rape (Davies, Gilston, Rogers, 2012). In fact, a study
by Davies and colleagues (2012) examining male rape myths, ambivalent sexism, and gender
roles in attribution of blame in rape, revealed that their male participants presented hostile
sexism and stereotypical attitudes regarding gender transcendence.
Therefore, previous research has shown that gender of both victim and observer, in
addition to victim’s sexual orientation, have an influence on the way society attribute blame in
rape cases. Consequently, many studies have been conducted on this topic in order to implement
programs to reduce the presence of these biases in our society.
Prior Relationship
Tendencies towards victim blaming also differ depending on the relationship between the
victim and the offender. Previous research has suggested that biases in attribution of blame are
influenced by the prior relationship between victim and defendant (Willis, 1992), though results
in this area are mixed. For example, Hammock and Richardson (1997) found that boyfriends are
considered less culpable when they force their sober girlfriend to have sex, but very culpable
when their girlfriend was drunk. Similarly, victims who knew their offenders because they went
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on a few dates with them were held more responsible than victims who were in a committed
relationship with the offender (Hammock & Richardson, 1997). In-group and out-group biases
also play a role in victim blaming depending on the relationship between the victim and the
perpetrator. Offenders of in-group victims are judged harsher by participants, than offenders of
out-group victims. As such, victims of in-group acquaintance rape are perceived in a more
positive way and blamed less than victims of out-group acquaintance rape (Harrison, Howerton,
Secarea & Nguyen, 2008). However, research on college students has also found that male
students are more likely than female students to blame victims of acquaintance rape more than
victims of stranger rape (Stacy, Prisbell & Tollefsrud, 1992). In fact, they might believe that in
acquaintance rape victims might have given consent to the sexual intercourse and therefore the
act should not be considered rape (Stacy, Prisbell & Tollefsrud, 1992). Consequently, individuals
might consider acquaintance rape as less severe, as they would take into account consent factors
– such as if the victim consented or if there was a misunderstanding between victim and
perpetrator (McKimmie, Masser & Bongiorno, 2014).
Race
Very few studies have been conducted to analyze the role of race in attribution of blame
towards rape victim or rape perpetrator and the results have been highly mixed. An early study
by Willis (1992) found that respondents had biases against Black victims, where they were
blamed more than White victims. Date rape involving a Black victim was considered less serious
than when the victim was White (Foley, Evancic, Karnik, King, & Parks, 1995). Participants
described the behavior of the male perpetrator as an “act of love” and they had more positive
attitudes towards him (Foley et al., 1995). Regardless of victim race, victim blaming was more
likely to occur in interracial circumstances (George & Martinez, 2002). In fact, victims dating
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outside their race, especially if the partner was Black, were perceived as less credible and more
responsible for the date rape than victims dating within their race (Willis, 1992). Donovan (2007)
also confirmed the stereotype that sees the Black man as the typical rapist and the White woman
as the typical rape victim. In his study, Donovan (2007) found that male participants considered
the Black victims more at fault when the offender was White than when the offender was Black.
Nagel and colleagues (2005) found that the role of race might be influenced by the participants’
characteristics, as a low income and low education level influenced participants’ attitudes
towards the rape (Nagel, Matsuo, McIntyre & Morrison, 2005). A study by Dupuis and Clay
(2013) has also manipulated a victim’s respectability and race and analyzed the effects these
have on respondents’ attribution of blame in rape. While this study did not find a significant
relationship between perpetrators’ races and blame attribution, when respectability level of the
victim was low, a Black victim was considered more responsible than a White victim (Dupuis &
Clay, 2013). Finally, a study by Jimenez and Abreu (2003) comparing White women and Latina
women, found that White women have more positive attitudes towards rape victims than do
Latinas. However, White women showed more positive perceptions of the White victims versus
the Latinas, meaning that White women might have stereotypical views towards Latina women
(Jimenez & Abreu., 2003).
These studies have shown that research on the relationship between race and attribution
of blame in rape is very scarce and have produced mixed results. Some studies have focused on
White and Black victims and perpetrators and some studies have focused on Latino victims and
perpetrators, however very few studies have focused on analyzing the three different races
together. Therefore, there is the need to study the interaction effects among White, Black, and
Latino victims and perpetrators, when it comes to attribution of blame in rape cases.
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Study Overview
Previous literature within the criminal justice system suggests that race plays an
important role in the attribution of blame and consequent sentencing of the offender in different
types of crimes; however, there is a gap in the literature regarding the relationship between race
and attribution of blame in crimes involving rape. In fact, only a few studies have been
conducted to analyze this relationship, and unfortunately these studies used samples mainly
composed of White participants. Moreover, these studies have shown mixed results and they
have mainly taken into consideration the differences between White/Black victims and
perpetrators, while very few studies have focused on the Latino population and none in a
systematic comparison across victims and perpetrators. Given the lack of literature focusing on
the topic of race and victim/perpetrator blaming, this study will examine the effects of victim’s
race and offender’s race on respondents’ attitudes towards attribution of culpability in sexual
assault cases.
The purpose of this study is to extend previous literature on the relationship between
victim blaming attitudes and race, by using a more diverse sample of subjects and by focusing on
White, Black and Latino victims and perpetrators. Participants were recruited from a diverse
college in the Northeast, to ensure the diversity of the sample. They were presented vignettes
describing a rape scenario, and the race of perpetrator and victim was manipulated, for a total of
9 different scenarios. The vignettes represented a rape scenario, in which the woman might
somehow appear culpable – specifically, by being intoxicated, wearing promiscuous clothing, by
walking alone, and by inviting the perpetrator inside her apartment. In addition, the study
examined the effects of participant’s race and gender on their perceptions of rape and blame.
Finally, the study analyzed the moderating effect that participants’ rape myth acceptance may
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have on race pairing on blame. Results of the study will help us understand the role of race
biases in perceptions of rape and attribution of blame, and will inform programs aimed at
changing societal perceptions of rape victims.
The following research questions were investigated by the study:
Research Question 1: Do the race and gender of the participant influence their attribution of
blame to the victim and to the offender in rape scenarios
Research Question 2: Are participants more likely to define an episode as rape depending on
their own race and gender?
Research Question 3: How does the participant’s acceptance of rape myths influence their
perceptions of rape and their attribution of blame to the victim and the
perpetrator?
Research Question 4: Does the participant’s acceptance of rape myths has a moderating effect on
Race pairing on blame.
The following hypotheses were investigated in the study:
Hypothesis1: Black perpetrators will be blamed more when the victim is a White female, than
when the victim is a Black or Latina female.
Hypothesis2: Latino men will be blamed more when the victim is a White female, but less when
the victim is a Black or Latino female.
Hypothesis3: White males will be blamed less than Black or Latino males, especially when the
victim is a Black or Latina woman.
Hypothesis4: Black and Latino victims will be blamed more than White victims.
Hypothesis5: Participants will be more likely to define an episode as rape when the victim is a
White woman, rather than when the victim is a Black or Latina woman.
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Hypothesis6: Participants will be more likely to define an episode as rape when the perpetrator is
a Black or Latino men, rather than when the perpetrator is a White man.
Method
Research Design
In order to analyze differences in attribution of blame across conditions, this study
employed an experimental design. Subjects were randomly assigned to one of 9 conditions in a 3
(victim race: Black, White and Latino) x 3 (perpetrator race: Black, White and Latino) factorial
design. All participants were assessed on the dependent measures “victim blame”, “offender
blame” and question of whether this qualifies as rape. By utilizing an experimental design we
were able to manipulate race of victim and race of offender, and draw inferences on the influence
they have on participants’ perceptions of blame in rape.
Participants
To increase diversity of the sample, participants were recruited from an undergraduate
institution in an urban area. The sample consisted of 281 students, of whom 200 (71%) were
female and 81 (29%) were male. Most the sample were between the ages of 18 and 21 (73%),
and 130 (46%) were freshmen, 62 (22%) were sophomores, 53 (19%) juniors, and 36 (13%)
were seniors. The sample consisted of 47 (17%) White, 47 (17%) Black, 133 (47%) Latino, 27
(10%) Asian, and 27 (10%) identified another racial origin.
To recruit participants, an announcement with a brief description of the study was posted
on the university web platform (SONA system; See Appendix D), where students could view and
access the study. Students gained extra credit for a psychology course as a benefit for
participating in the study. Participants had the chance to complete the questionnaire from the
place of their choosing and they had a maximum of an hour to complete the study. To participate
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in the study, the inclusion criteria were as follow: participants had to be at least 18 years or older
and be current undergraduate students at the institution.
Measures
Vignettes. Vignettes (See Appendix A) were created specifically for this study. Each
vignette described a rape involving a male perpetrator and a female victim. To increase the
chances of participants blaming the victim, the woman was described as intoxicated, attending a
party, and also as inviting the perpetrator to her apartment. The vignette then represented the
woman refusing to engage in sexual activity with the man, and him forcing her to have sexual
intercourse. In each vignette, the described scenario remained constant, while the race of the
victim and race of the perpetrator were manipulated to create 9 conditions - Black victim/Black
perpetrator, Black victim/White perpetrator, Black victim/ Latino perpetrator, Latino
victim/Black perpetrator, Latino victim/White perpetrator, Latino victim/Latino perpetrator,
White victim/ Black perpetrator, White victim/White perpetrator, and White victim/Latino
perpetrator.
Demographics. Participants were asked to fill out a demographics form (See Appendix
B) asking them to indicate their gender, age, college level (freshman, sophomore, junior, senior),
and their race. Participant race and gender were later used to control for individual differences
among participants.
Was it rape? In order to assess the degree to which participants defined the described
scenario as rape, they were asked to respond to the question “To what extent would you describe
the behavior of the man toward the woman as rape? (Bridges, 1991). Participants were asked to
rate their response on a scale from definitely not rape to definitely rape (1-10). To run the
analyses, this scale was re-coded into three groups: scores 1 through 3 indicated “No rape”,
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scores 4 through 7 indicated “Maybe rape”, and scores 8 through 10 indicated “Yes rape” (See
Appendix A).
Blameworthiness Questionnaire. Two 8-item questionnaires based on research by Piatack
(2015) assessed the degree of blame attributed to the victim and the perpetrators described in the
vignettes. Participants were asked to rate the degree to which they either agreed or disagreed
with statements regarding the responsibility of the victim or the perpetrator in the described rape
scenario. Participants were asked to respond on a 5-point Likert scale, from strongly disagree to
strongly agree, to statements such as “Amy’s behavior was responsible for the event that
occurred at the end of the scenario” and “Carlos had control over the events that occurred in the
vignette” (See Appendix A). Scores on this scales range from 8 to 32, where higher scores
indicate more blameworthiness. For analyses purposes, both scales were re-coded to into three
levels: scores 8 through 15 indicated “Low blame”, scores 16 through 23 indicated “Medium
blame” and scores 24 through 32 indicated “High blame”.
Updated Illinois Rape Myth Acceptance Scale (IRMA). The IRMA (See Appendix E) was used to
assess whether rape myth acceptance moderates the effect of race pairing on blame. Participants
were asked to respond on a 5-point Likert scale, from strongly agree to strongly disagree, to
statements regarding their acceptance of rape myths. Scores on this scale range from 22 to 110,
where high scores on this scale indicate lower acceptance of rape myths. To run our analyses,
this variable was re-coded: scores 22 through 50 indicate “low acceptance”, scores 51 through 80
indicate “medium acceptance”, and 81 through 110 indicate “high acceptance”.
Procedure
After signing up for the study on the John Jay College Sona System’s website,
participants were presented a Qualtrics link that directed them to the study. Upon the beginning

ATTRIBUTION OF BLAME IN RAPE: THE ROLE OF RACE

17

of the study, participants were given a unique, system-assigned ID code, for confidentiality
reasons. At beginning of the study, participants were presented a consent form, with a
description of the study. They were asked to read the explanation carefully and then to click
“agree” if they had read the form and consented to participate. Participants were also given the
option of contacting the researcher if they had any questions or concerns (See Appendix C).
After agreeing to participate, students were directed to the second page, where they were asked
to fill out the demographics form (See Appendix B). After completing the demographics form
and clicking “next”, participants were then randomly assigned to one of the nine vignette
scenarios using the Qualtrics algorithm. After reading the assigned scenario, they were first
asked to answer to the question “To what extent would you describe the behavior of the man
toward the woman as rape?”, and then they were asked to complete the Blameworthiness
Questionnaire. Subsequently, participants were asked to complete the Updated Illinois Rape
Myth Acceptance Scale (IRMA). At the end of the questionnaire, upon submission, participants
were redirected to a new page, where they were thanked for their participation and they were told
that if they had any questions or concerns they could contact the administrator of the survey via
email. At the end of the study, the Sona System automatically gave participants credit for their
participation.
Findings
Data Analytic Plan
To analyze the relationship between the independent and dependent variables, descriptive
statistics were run on all the variables. In addition, one-way and two-way analyses of variance
were run to analyze main effects and interaction among independent and dependent variables.
Finally, hierarchical linear regressions were used to examine whether rape myth acceptance
moderates the effect of race pairing on blame. To use attribute variables in the regression
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analysis, dummy variables were created for all the levels of victim race and offender race. In
addition, the variables “is it rape”, “victim blame”, “offender blame”, and “acceptance of rape
myths” we recoded to create different levels for each variable.
Univariate analyses on the dependent variables showed that most the participants
considered the scenario as rape (82.9%). In addition, most of the respondents considered the
male highly responsible for what occurred within scenario (91%). However, in almost half of the
cases, participant attributed a moderate to high amount of blame to the victim (45%) in regards
to the events described in the scenario. These results confirmed the fact that while respondents
find the male at fault for the scenarios, they may still attribute some part of the blame to the
female victim.
Was it rape?
A factorial ANOVA was conducted to analyze the extent to which participants defined
each scenario as rape, depending on the race of perpetrator and race of victim. The victim by
perpetrator race interaction was not significant F (4) =.219; p = 927. There was not a significant
main effect for perpetrator’s race F (2) =2.734; p=.067 and there was not a significant main
effect for victim’s race F (2) =.560; p=.572. These results indicate that there were not significant
differences in participant’s perception of the scenario as rape, based on the race of the victim and
the race of the offender.
In addition, a subsequent factorial ANOVA was conducted to examine the effects of
participant’s gender and race on the variable “was it rape”. Results from the ANOVA (See Table
1) show that there was not a significant main effect in regards to race F (4) =1.047, p = .383 and
there was not a significant interaction effect between race and gender F (4) = .361; p = .836. This
indicates that the race of the participant did not significantly affect their perception of the
scenario as rape. However, we found a significant main effect for participant’s gender on the
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variable “is it rape?” F (1) = 8.180; p ≤ .01. This indicates that perceptions of the described event
as rape were different based on the gender of the participant. Specifically, we found that female
participants (M=1.87; SD = .357) were more likely than male participants (M = 1.70; SD = .511)
to consider the event to be a rape.
Table 1. Participant Race by Participant Gender Interaction Effects: F Tests and Means (SDs)
Was it Rape?

Race

Black
White
Latino
Asian
Other

Gender
Male (n=81)
Female (n=200)
1.67 (.651)
1.74 (.443)
1.80 (.410)
1.93 (.267)
1.65 (.485)
1.88 (.356)
1.77 (.439)
1.93 (.267)
1.60 (.699)
1.88 (.332)
8.180**

Main Effect:
F
.383

Main Effect: F
Note** = p≤.01
Scale: 0 “Not Rape”; 1 “Maybe Rape”; 2 “Definitively Rape”
Victim Blameworthiness

To examine differences in attribution of blame to the victim among individuals, based on
the race of perpetrator and race of victim, a 3x3 factorial ANOVA was conducted. Results from
the two-way ANOVA show that both main and interaction effects were not statistically
significant. There was not a significant main effect for perpetrator’s race F (2) =.689, p=.503 nor
a significant main effect for victim’s race F (2) =.285; p=.752. In addition, we did not find a
significant interaction effect between victim and perpetrator race on victim blame F (4) =.947; p
= .437. These results suggest that race of the victim and of the offenders did not affect
participant’s attribution of blame to the victim.
Furthermore, a subsequent 3x3 factorial ANOVA was conducted to analyze the role of
participant race and gender in attribution of blame to the victim. Results from the ANOVA (See
Table 2) showed that there was not a significant main effect for participant race on victim blame
F (4) = .945; p = .438. Similarly, there was not a significant interaction effect between
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participant race and participant gender on victim blame F (4) = .771; p = .545. This shows that
the race of participants did not significantly affect their perceptions of victim blame. However,
results show a significant main effect for participant gender on victim blame F (1) = 18.401; p ≤
.001. Specifically, we found that male participants (M = .81; SD = .622) were more likely than
female participants (M = .40; SD = .550) to attribute higher blame to the victim.
Table 2. Participant Race by Participant Gender Interaction Effects: F Tests and Means (SDs)
Victim Blame

Race

Black
White
Latino
Asian
Other

Gender
Male (n=79)
Female (n=199)
1.00 (.632)
.51 (.507)
.70 (.657)
.35 (.629)
.92 (.628)
.36 (.539)
.67 (.651)
.50 (.650)
.70 (.483)
.41 (.507)
18.401***

Main Effect:
F
.945

Main Effect: F
Note*** = p≤.001
Scale: 0 “Low Blame”; 1 “Medium Blame”; 2 “High Blame”
Offender Blameworthiness

To examine differences in attribution of blame to the offender among individuals, based
on the race of perpetrator and race of victim, a 3x3 factorial ANOVA was conducted. Results
from the two-way ANOVA show that both main and interaction effects were not statistically
significant. There was not a significant main effect for perpetrator race F (2) =.197 p=.821 nor a
significant main effect for victim race F (2) = .508; p=.603. In addition, there was not a
significant interaction effect between victim and perpetrator race on offender culpability F (4)
=.489; p=.744. These results show that race of the victim and race of the participant were not
significantly related to respondent’s attribution of blame to the offender.
A subsequent two-way factorial ANOVA was conducted to analyze the effects of
participant race and gender on their perceptions of offender blame. Results from the analysis
(See Table 3) showed a significant interaction effect among participant race and gender on
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offender blame F (4) = 5.354; p ≤ .001. In addition, there was a significant main effect between
participant gender and offender blame F (1) = 9.710; p ≤ .01. Specifically, we found that female
participants (M = 1.94; SD = .267) attributed higher blame levels to offender than male
participants (M = 1.81; SD = .506). Similarly, there was a significant main effect between
respondent’s race and offender blame F (4) = 3.402; p ≤.01. This indicates that there were
differences among offender blame levels based on the race of the participants. Specifically, a
post-hoc analysis showed that participants who identified their race as Asian attributed
significantly lower levels of blame to the offender (M = 1.70; SD = .669) than participants who
identified their race as White (M = 1.94; SD = .247) or “Other” (M = 2.00; SD = .000).
Table 3. Participant Race by Participant Gender Interaction Effects: F Tests and Means (SDs)
Offender Blame

Race

Black
White
Latino
Asian
Other

Gender
Male (n=80)
Female (n=200)
1.75 (.622)
1.89 (.236)
2.00(.000)
1.94 (.320)
1.84 (.374)
1.93 (.298)
1.38 (.870)***
2.00 (.000)
2.00 (.000)
2.00 (.000)
9.710**

Main Effect:
F
3.402**

Main Effect: F
Note** = p≤.01 *** = p≤.001
Scale: 0 “Low Blame”; 1 “Medium Blame”; 2 “High Blame”
Acceptance of Rape Myths

A linear regression was conducted to examine the main effect of participants’ acceptance
of rape myths on their attribution of victim and offender blame. Results from the regression show
that participants’ acceptance of rape myths was significantly related to their attribution of victim
blame F (1,275) = 45.060, p ≤ .000, with a R2=.141. This positive relationship indicates that the
higher the acceptance to rape myths, the more blame was attributed to the victim. Similarly, there
was a significant relationship between acceptance of rape myths and the variable “is it rape” F
(1, 278) = 6.714, p ≤ .01, with a R2=.024. Specifically, this positive relationship indicates that
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higher acceptance of rape myths is related to higher likelihood of defining episodes as rape.
Finally, we did not find any significant relationship between participants’ acceptance of rape
myths and offender blame.
Furthermore, a hierarchical linear regression was conducted to analyze the moderating
effects of acceptance of rape myths on the relationship between the independent variables victim
and offender blame and all the dependent variables. Results from this analysis show that
participants’ acceptance of rape myths acted as a moderator between the independent and
dependent variables. Specifically, we found that participants with high acceptance of rape myths
were more likely to consider an event as rape when the offender was White rather than Latino F
(5, 274) = 2.665, p ≤ .05, with a R2=.215.
Discussion
Previous research on the role of race in the attribution of blame in rape has been mixed.
The goal of our study was to extend previous research by analyzing not only differences in
attribution of blame across Black and White perpetrators and victims, but also Latino
perpetrators and victims. In addition, our study aimed to explore the relationship between
participants’ gender, race and their rape perceptions. Finally, we analyzed the role of
participants’ acceptance of rape myths in moderating the relationship between participants’
characteristics, victim and offender characteristics and participants’ perceptions of rape. Overall,
our study does not suggest a significant relationship between victim and offender race and
participants’ perceptions of rape.
Consistent with previous research, we found that participants’ gender influenced their
attribution of blame in rape scenarios. Specifically, we found that male participants were more
likely to attribute higher blame to the victim than female participants. In addition, female
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participants were more likely to attribute high blame to the offender and to view the scenario as
rape, than male participants. These results are consistent with previous research by Donovan
(2007), who found that males are more likely than females to consider the victim promiscuous
and therefore at fault for the rape. These results confirm the idea that females may have more
sympathy and empathy towards rape victims than males, as they may see themselves as possible
rape victims and therefore show tendencies to blame them less for the event.
Moreover, previous research found that the race of participants also affects their
perceptions of rape. Jimenez and Abreu (2003) found that White women had more positive
attitudes towards rape victims than Latina women, especially when the victim was a White
woman. Consistent with previous research, our study showed significant differences between
participants’ rape perceptions, based on their race. Specifically, we found that male participants
who identified themselves as Asian had lower offender blame levels than participants of different
races. Interestingly, we found that both male and female participants who identified themselves
as White or “other” attributed the highest levels of offender blame. Moreover, though not
significant, our findings revealed a trend such that both Black male and female participants had
the highest levels of victim blame.
In contrast with our hypotheses, our study did not find significant differences in
participants’ attribution of blame in rape, based on victim and offender race. As previously
mentioned, research on this topic has been mixed and results have been inconsistent. Willis’
(1992) findings suggested that rape involving a Black victim was considered less serious than
rape involving a White victim. Also, Donovan (2007) found that many individuals stereotype the
Black man as the typical rapist and the White woman as the typical rape victim. On the other
hand, Dupuis and Clay (2013) did not find any differences in blame attribution based on the race
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of the offender. Consistent with their study, our research showed that levels of offenders blame
did not significantly change based on the offenders race. Additionally, participants’ attribution of
victim blame and their opinion on whether to define an event as rape, did not significantly
change based on the race of the victim and the race of the offender.
Finally, we found that participants’ acceptance of rape myths was the strongest predictor
for victim blame and for whether participants considered an event rape. Specifically, we found
that participants who had high beliefs in rape myths, were more likely to define an event as rape
and to attribute high blame to the victim than those with low acceptance of rape myths.
Furthermore, we found that acceptance of rape myths played a moderating role in the
relationship between victim and offender characteristics and attribution of blame. In fact, our
results suggested that participants with high acceptance of rape myths were more likely to define
an event as rape when the offender was a White male rather than a Latino male. Similarly, rape
myth endorsement led to higher attribution of blame to White offenders compared to Latino
offenders.
Though the majority of hypothesized results were not significant, several important
findings were highlighted in our study. First, most of our sample considered the event described
in the scenario as rape and attributed most blame to the offender. However, almost half of the
sample still attributed moderate levels of blame to the victim. These results are consistent with
previous research by Hammock and colleagues (1997), who found that participants are more
likely to attribute higher levels of blame to intoxicated victims. In fact, our scenario included a
female who had a couple of drinks, and was therefore intoxicated, before accepting the male
invite.
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Second, another important finding is the lack of significant results in regards to the role
of victim and offender race in blame attribution. While research on rape and race has been
mixed, research on race and other crimes consistently showed that participants, especially White,
held negative racial stereotypes against Black offenders (Peffley, Hurwitz et al., 1997). These
results show that while offender and victim race may influence participants’ perceptions of
different crimes, in sexual assault cases, participants base their decisions on factors other than
victim and offender characteristics. These factors may include participants’ race and gender and
victims’ levels of intoxication.
Finally, an interesting finding was that when participants’ acceptance of rape myths was
taken into consideration, participants presented lower levels of blame towards Latino offenders
rather than White offenders. While research generally reports bias against Black or Latino
offenders (Peffley, Hurwitz et al., 1997; Jimenez and Abreu, 2003), our study found bias towards
White offenders. Despite being inconsistent with previous results, this finding can be explained
by the fact that the large majority of the sample consisted of Latino/Hispanic participants.
Therefore, they may have had a tendency to attribute lower levels of blame to offenders of their
same race.
Limitations and Future Research
One of the limitations of the current study was the low level of experimental control.
Because we administered the study through an online engine, we were not able to control the
environment in which the respondent completed the questionnaire or the amount of time the
respondent took to submit the study. Also, as the sample of the study consisted of college
students, we cannot generalize our results to the whole U.S. population. In addition, most of the
sample consisted of females, which makes the sample not gender-diverse and which may have
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caused the high level of offender blame. Furthermore, it appears as there was a ceiling effect, as
most of the participants considered the offender as blameworthy and saw the event as rape. This
ceiling effect may have masked the influence of gender and race. Therefore, future research
should use a more generalizable sample of participants, using online engines that target the
whole population, such as Amazon Turk.
Finally, we used vignettes to present the different scenarios to our respondents, and we
manipulated the race of victim and perpetrator. Vignettes are the primary method used in
research focusing on attribution of blame. However, when manipulating variables such as “race”,
vignettes might not be enough to influence respondents’ perceptions. In fact, vignettes
hypothetically describe the race of the perpetrator and victim and they are a risk to external
validity. In addition, a manipulation check to test the effect of race within the scenarios was not
conducted. Therefore, future research should focus on creating different stimulus materials, such
as short videos or short sketches, which might stimulate different responses.
Conclusion
Research on sexual assault reported high rates of rape among females and males in the
United States (Center for Disease and Control Prevention, 2011). In addition, research has shown
that many victims of sexual assault are reluctant in reporting the crime, as they are afraid of
society’s perceptions of rape (Deming & al., 2013) Therefore, our study aimed to analyze
factors that may influence individuals’ perceptions of sexual assault. Specifically, the goal of our
study was to analyze the role of race in attribution of blame in rape cases.
Overall, our study did not find significant differences among attribution of blame to
victim and offender based on race. Our study showed that unlike other crimes, in sexual assault
cases, victims and offenders characteristics do not significantly affect respondents’ perceptions.
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On the other hand, characteristics such as respondents’ gender, race and acceptance of rape
myths appear as strong predictors of victim and offender blame. Moreover, our study showed
that the majority of the sample considered the event as rape and attributed high levels of blame to
the offender. These findings, as they differ from the vast majority of research, may indicate a
shift in individuals’ perceptions of rape from blaming the victim to blaming the offender in
sexual assault cases.
In conclusion, these results can be useful for the implementation of policies and programs
directed to continue the change in society’s perceptions of rape. In fact, programs can be created
to specifically address and change views and perceptions that individuals might have on what it
is considered rape and on how the race of the observer, of the victim or of the perpetrator can
influence the public’s perceptions of blame. Future research should focus on examining existing
specific programs directed to fight these racial bias, to make improvements or changes on the
way they operate and they raise awareness on the issue.
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Appendix A
Measure: Vignettes / Is It Rape? / Questionnaire
Vignette 1: Amy
INSTRUCTIONS: Read the vignette below and then answer each of the questions to indicate the
degree to which you agree or disagree with the statement using the scale given to you.
Amy, a young Caucasian college student, attended a friend’s party on Saturday night. Jake,
another Caucasian college student, attended the same party. Amy and Jake had never met before.
Throughout the night, Amy had a couple of drinks and she appeared slightly intoxicated. Around
1am, Amy decided to walk back to her house, and Jake seeing her alone and finding her
attractive, offered to walk her home and she accepted, being scared of walking alone. Once
arrived in front of her apartment, Amy invited Jake inside. Once inside, the two starting talking
about school first, and then starting kissing passionately. At one point, Jake began to undress
Amy but she repeatedly told him to stop. Jake didn’t listen, instead kept going without respecting
Amy’s wishes, and the two had sexual intercourse.
1. To what extent would you describe the behavior of the man toward the woman as rape?
1
Definitely
Not Rape

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
Definitely
Rape

2. Indicate how strongly you disagree or agree with the following statements by cicling the
number that best represents your opinion: 1=Strongly Disagree, 2= Disagree, 3= Agree, 4=
Strongly Agree
Amy had control over the events that occurred
in the described scenario.
Amy acted carelessly in the described scenario.
Amy’s behavior was responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Amy was at fault for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Amy was to blame for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Overall, Amy was most responsible for the
event that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Amy was obligated to have sex with Jake.
Amy was interested in having sex with Jake.

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4
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Jake had control over the events that occurred in
the described scenario.
Jake acted carelessly in the described scenario.
Jake’s behavior was responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Jake was at fault for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Jake was to blame for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Overall, Jake was most responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Jake was obligated to have sex with Amy.
Jake was interested in having sex with Amy.

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

Vignette 2: Amy
INSTRUCTIONS: Read the vignette below and then answer each of the questions to indicate the
degree to which you agree or disagree with the statement using the scale given to you.
Amy, a young Caucasian college student, attended a friend’s party on Saturday night. Jamal, an
African American college student, attended the same party. Amy and Jamal had never met
before. Throughout the night, Amy had a couple of drinks and she appeared slightly intoxicated.
Around 1am, Amy decided to walk back to her house, and Jamal seeing her alone and finding
her attractive, offered to walk her home and she accepted, being scared of walking alone. Once
arrived in front of her apartment, Amy invited Jamal inside. Once inside, the two starting talking
about school first, and then starting kissing passionately. At one point, Jamal began to undress
Amy but she repeatedly told him to stop. Jamal didn’t listen, instead kept going without
respecting Amy’s wishes, and the two had sexual intercourse.
1. To what extent would you describe the behavior of the man toward the woman as rape?
1
Definitely
Not Rape

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
Definitely
Rape

2. Indicate how strongly you disagree or agree with the following statements by cicling the
number that best represents your opinion: 1=Strongly Disagree, 2= Disagree, 3= Agree, 4=
Strongly Agree
Amy had control over the events that occurred
in the described scenario.

1

2

3

4
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Amy acted carelessly in the described scenario.
Amy’s behavior was responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Amy was at fault for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Amy was to blame for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Overall, Amy was most responsible for the
event that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Amy was obligated to have sex with Jamal.
Amy was interested in having sex with Jamal.

Jamal had control over the events that occurred
in the described scenario.
Jamal acted carelessly in the described scenario.
Jamal’s behavior was responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Jamal was at fault for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Jamal was to blame for the event that occurred
at the end of the scenario.
Overall, Jamal was most responsible for the
event that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Jamal was obligated to have sex with Amy.
Jamal was interested in having sex with Amy.
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1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

Vignette 3: Amy
INSTRUCTIONS: Read the vignette below and then answer each of the questions to indicate the
degree to which you agree or disagree with the statement using the scale given to you.
Amy, a young Caucasian college student, attended a friend’s party on Saturday night. Carlos, a
Latino college student, attended the same party. Amy and Carlos had never met before.
Throughout the night, Amy had a couple of drinks and she appeared slightly intoxicated. Around
1am, Amy decided to walk back to her house, and Carlos seeing her alone and finding her
attractive, offered to walk her home and she accepted, being scared of walking alone. Once
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arrived in front of her apartment, Amy invited Carlos inside. Once inside, the two starting talking
about school first, and then starting kissing passionately. At one point, Carlos began to undress
Amy but she repeatedly told him to stop. Carlos didn’t listen, instead kept going without
respecting Amy’s wishes, and the two had sexual intercourse.
1. To what extent would you describe the behavior of the man toward the woman as rape?
1
Definitely
Not Rape

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
Definitely
Rape

2. Indicate how strongly you disagree or agree with the following statements by cicling the
number that best represents your opinion: 1=Strongly Disagree, 2= Disagree, 3= Agree, 4=
Strongly Agree
Amy had control over the events that occurred
in the described scenario.
Amy acted carelessly in the described scenario.
Amy’s behavior was responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Amy was at fault for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Amy was to blame for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Overall, Amy was most responsible for the
event that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Amy was obligated to have sex with Carlos.
Amy was interested in having sex with Carlos.

Carlos had control over the events that occurred
in the described scenario.
Carlos acted carelessly in the described
scenario.
Carlos’ behavior was responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Carlos was at fault for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Carlos was to blame for the event that occurred
at the end of the scenario.
Overall, Carlos was most responsible for the
event that occurred at the end of the scenario.

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4
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Carlos was obligated to have sex with Amy.
Carlos was interested in having sex with Amy.
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4
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Vignette 4: Deja
INSTRUCTIONS: Read the vignette below and then answer each of the questions to indicate the
degree to which you agree or disagree with the statement using the scale given to you.
Deja, a young African American college student, attended a friend’s party on Saturday night.
Jake, a Caucasian college student, attended the same party. Deja and Jake had never met before.
Throughout the night, Deja had a couple of drinks and she appeared slightly intoxicated. Around
1am, Deja decided to walk back to her house, and Jake seeing her alone and finding her
attractive, offered to walk her home and she accepted, being scared of walking alone. Once
arrived in front of her apartment, Deja invited Jake inside. Once inside, the two starting talking
about school first, and then starting kissing passionately. At one point, Jake began to undress
Deja but she repeatedly told him to stop. Jake didn’t listen, instead kept going without respecting
Deja’s wishes, and the two had sexual intercourse.
1. To what extent would you describe the behavior of the man toward the woman as rape?
1
Definitely
Not Rape

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
Definitely
Rape

2. Indicate how strongly you disagree or agree with the following statements by cicling the
number that best represents your opinion: 1=Strongly Disagree, 2= Disagree, 3= Agree, 4=
Strongly Agree
Deja had control over the events that occurred in
the described scenario.
Deja acted carelessly in the described scenario.
Deja’s behavior was responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Deja was at fault for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Deja was to blame for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Overall, Deja was most responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Deja was obligated to have sex with Jake.
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Deja was interested in having sex with Jake.

Jake had control over the events that occurred in
the described scenario.
Jake acted carelessly in the described scenario.
Jake’s behavior was responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Jake was at fault for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Jake was to blame for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Overall, Jake was most responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Jake was obligated to have sex with Deja.
Jake was interested in having sex with Deja.
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Vignette 5: Deja
INSTRUCTIONS: Read the vignette below and then answer each of the questions to indicate the
degree to which you agree or disagree with the statement using the scale given to you.
Deja, a young African American college student, attended a friend’s party on Saturday night.
Jamal, an African American college student, attended the same party. Deja and Jamal had never
met before. Throughout the night, Deja had a couple of drinks and she appeared slightly
intoxicated. Around 1am, Deja decided to walk back to her house, and Jamal seeing her alone
and finding her attractive, offered to walk her home and she accepted, being scared of walking
alone. Once arrived in front of her apartment, Deja invited Jamal inside. Once inside, the two
starting talking about school first, and then starting kissing passionately. At one point, Jamal
began to undress Deja but she repeatedly told him to stop. Jamal didn’t listen, instead kept going
without respecting Deja’s wishes, and the two had sexual intercourse.
1. To what extent would you describe the behavior of the man toward the woman as rape?
1
Definitely
Not Rape

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
Definitely
Rape

2. Indicate how strongly you disagree or agree with the following statements by cicling the
number that best represents your opinion: 1=Strongly Disagree, 2= Disagree, 3= Agree, 4=
Strongly Agree
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Deja had control over the events that occurred in
the described scenario.
Deja acted carelessly in the described scenario.
Deja’s behavior was responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Deja was at fault for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Deja was to blame for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Overall, Deja was most responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Deja was obligated to have sex with Jamal.
Deja was interested in having sex with Jamal.

Jamal had control over the events that occurred
in the described scenario.
Jamal acted carelessly in the described scenario.
Jamal’s behavior was responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Jamal was at fault for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Jamal was to blame for the event that occurred
at the end of the scenario.
Overall, Jamal was most responsible for the
event that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Jamal was obligated to have sex with Deja.
Jamal was interested in having sex with Deja.
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Vignette 6: Deja
INSTRUCTIONS: Read the vignette below and then answer each of the questions to indicate the
degree to which you agree or disagree with the statement using the scale given to you.
Deja, a young African American college student, attended a friend’s party on Saturday night.
Carlos, a Latino college student, attended the same party. Deja and Carlos had never met before.
Throughout the night, Deja had a couple of drinks and she appeared slightly intoxicated. Around
1am, Deja decided to walk back to her house, and Carlos seeing her alone and finding her
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attractive, offered to walk her home and she accepted, being scared of walking alone. Once
arrived in front of her apartment, Deja invited Carlos inside. Once inside, the two starting talking
about school first, and then starting kissing passionately. At one point, Carlos began to undress
Deja but she repeatedly told him to stop. Carlos didn’t listen, instead kept going without
respecting Deja’s wishes, and the two had sexual intercourse.
1. To what extent would you describe the behavior of the man toward the woman as rape?
1
Definitely
Not Rape

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
Definitely
Rape

2. Indicate how strongly you disagree or agree with the following statements by cicling the
number that best represents your opinion: 1=Strongly Disagree, 2= Disagree, 3= Agree, 4=
Strongly Agree
Deja had control over the events that occurred in
the described scenario.
Deja acted carelessly in the described scenario.
Deja’s behavior was responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Deja was at fault for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Deja was to blame for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Overall, Deja was most responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Deja was obligated to have sex with Carlos.
Deja was interested in having sex with Carlos.

Carlos had control over the events that occurred
in the described scenario.
Carlos acted carelessly in the described
scenario.
Carlos’ behavior was responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Carlos was at fault for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Carlos was to blame for the event that occurred
at the end of the scenario.
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Overall, Carlos was most responsible for the
event that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Carlos was obligated to have sex with Deja.
Carlos was interested in having sex with Deja.
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Vignette 7: Juliana
INSTRUCTIONS: Read the vignette below and then answer each of the questions to indicate the
degree to which you agree or disagree with the statement using the scale given to you.
Juliana, a young Latina college student, attended a friend’s party on Saturday night. Jake, a
Caucasian college student, attended the same party. Juliana and Jake had never met before.
Throughout the night, Juliana had a couple of drinks and she appeared slightly intoxicated.
Around 1am, Juliana decided to walk back to her house, and Jake seeing her alone and finding
her attractive, offered to walk her home and she accepted, being scared of walking alone. Once
arrived in front of her apartment, Juliana invited Jake inside. Once inside, the two starting talking
about school first, and then starting kissing passionately. At one point, Jake began to undress
Juliana but she repeatedly told him to stop. Jake didn’t listen, instead kept going without
respecting Juliana’s wishes, and the two had sexual intercourse.
1. To what extent would you describe the behavior of the man toward the woman as rape?
1
Definitely
Not Rape

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
Definitely
Rape

2. Indicate how strongly you disagree or agree with the following statements by cicling the
number that best represents your opinion: 1=Strongly Disagree, 2= Disagree, 3= Agree, 4=
Strongly Agree
Juliana had control over the events that occurred
in the described scenario.
Juliana acted carelessly in the described
scenario.
Juliana’s behavior was responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Juliana was at fault for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Juliana was to blame for the event that occurred
at the end of the scenario.
Overall, Juliana was most responsible for the
event that occurred at the end of the scenario.
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Juliana was obligated to have sex with Jake.
Juliana was interested in having sex with Jake.

Jake had control over the events that occurred in
the described scenario.
Jake acted carelessly in the described scenario.
Jake’s behavior was responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Jake was at fault for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Jake was to blame for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Overall, Jake was most responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Jake was obligated to have sex with Juliana.
Jake was interested in having sex with Juliana.
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Vignette 8: Juliana
INSTRUCTIONS: Read the vignette below and then answer each of the questions to indicate the
degree to which you agree or disagree with the statement using the scale given to you.
Juliana, a young Latina college student, attended a friend’s party on Saturday night. Jamal, an
African American college student, attended the same party. Juliana and Jamal had never met
before. Throughout the night, Juliana had a couple of drinks and she appeared slightly
intoxicated. Around 1am, Juliana decided to walk back to her house, and Jamal seeing her alone
and finding her attractive, offered to walk her home and she accepted, being scared of walking
alone. Once arrived in front of her apartment, Juliana invited Jamal inside. Once inside, the two
starting talking about school first, and then starting kissing passionately. At one point, Jamal
began to undress Juliana but she repeatedly told him to stop. Jamal didn’t listen, instead kept
going without respecting Juliana’s wishes, and the two had sexual intercourse.
1. To what extent would you describe the behavior of the man toward the woman as rape?
1
Definitely
Not Rape

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
Definitely
Rape
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2. Indicate how strongly you disagree or agree with the following statements by cicling the
number that best represents your opinion: 1=Strongly Disagree, 2= Disagree, 3= Agree, 4=
Strongly Agree
Juliana had control over the events that occurred
in the described scenario.
Juliana acted carelessly in the described
scenario.
Juliana’s behavior was responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Juliana was at fault for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Juliana was to blame for the event that occurred
at the end of the scenario.
Overall, Juliana was most responsible for the
event that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Juliana was obligated to have sex with Jamal.
Juliana was interested in having sex with Jamal.

Jamal had control over the events that occurred
in the described scenario.
Jamal acted carelessly in the described scenario.
Jamal’s behavior was responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Jamal was at fault for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Jamal was to blame for the event that occurred
at the end of the scenario.
Overall, Jamal was most responsible for the
event that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Jamal was obligated to have sex with Juliana.
Jamal was interested in having sex with Juliana.
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Vignette 9: Juliana
INSTRUCTIONS: Read the vignette below and then answer each of the questions to indicate the
degree to which you agree or disagree with the statement using the scale given to you.
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Juliana, a young Latina college student, attended a friend’s party on Saturday night. Carlos, a
Latino college student, attended the same party. Juliana and Carlos had never met before.
Throughout the night, Juliana had a couple of drinks and she appeared slightly intoxicated.
Around 1am, Juliana decided to walk back to her house, and Carlos seeing her alone and finding
her attractive, offered to walk her home and she accepted, being scared of walking alone. Once
arrived in front of her apartment, Juliana invited Carlos inside. Once inside, the two starting
talking about school first, and then starting kissing passionately. At one point, Carlos began to
undress Juliana but she repeatedly told him to stop. Carlos didn’t listen, instead kept going
without respecting Juliana’s wishes, and the two had sexual intercourse.
1. To what extent would you describe the behavior of the man toward the woman as rape?
1
Definitely
Not Rape

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
Definitely
Rape

2. Indicate how strongly you disagree or agree with the following statements by cicling the
number that best represents your opinion: 1=Strongly Disagree, 2= Disagree, 3= Agree, 4=
Strongly Agree
Juliana had control over the events that occurred
in the described scenario.
Juliana acted carelessly in the described
scenario.
Juliana’s behavior was responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Juliana was at fault for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Juliana was to blame for the event that occurred
at the end of the scenario.
Overall, Juliana was most responsible for the
event that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Juliana was obligated to have sex with Carlos.
Juliana was interested in having sex with Carlos.

Carlos had control over the events that occurred
in the described scenario.
Carlos acted carelessly in the described
scenario.
Carlos’ behavior was responsible for the event
that occurred at the end of the scenario.
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Carlos was at fault for the event that occurred at
the end of the scenario.
Carlos was to blame for the event that occurred
at the end of the scenario.
Overall, Carlos was most responsible for the
event that occurred at the end of the scenario.
Carlos was obligated to have sex with Juliana.
Carlos was interested in having sex with Juliana.
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Appendix B
Demographic Form
Gender
Race
Age
Classification

Male☐
White☐
18-21☐
Freshman☐

Female☐
Black☐
22-25☐
Sophomore☐

Hispanic☐
26-29☐
Junior☐

Asian☐
30-33☐
Senior☐

Other☐
34and up☐
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Appendix C
THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK
John Jay College of Criminal Justice
Department of Psychology
CONSENT TO PARTICIPATE IN A RESEARCH STUDY
Title of Research Study:

Attribution of Blame in Rape: The Role of Race

Principal Investigator:

Alice Genna, MS, MA
Graduate Student

Faculty Advisor:

Cynthia Calkins, Dr.
Professor in the Psychology Department

You are being asked to participate in a research study because you are 18 years or older
and you are an undergraduate student at this institution.
Purpose:
The purpose of this research study is to analyze attribution of blame in rape, by focusing on
the role that race plays in influencing individuals’ perceptions of it.
Procedures:
If you volunteer to participate in this research study, we will ask you to do the following:
complete a demographic form, asking about your age, ethnicity, college classification, and
gender; read a vignette describing the scenario of a rape; respond to a questionnaire asking
questions in regards to the rape scenario; respond to a questionnaire asking about your
opinions on certain rape situations.
Time Commitment:
Your participation in this research study is expected to last for a total of 60 minutes.
Potential Risks or Discomforts:
The questionnaire poses no greater risk than you are likely to encounter in everyday life.
Potential Benefits:
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Participation in this study provides no direct benefit.
Compensation:
For participating in this study, you will receive two REP credits for one of your psychology
courses.
Payment for Participation:
You will not receive any payment for participating in this research study.
New Information:
You will be notified about any new information regarding this study that may affect your
willingness to participate in a timely manner.
Confidentiality:
We will make our best efforts to maintain confidentiality of any information that is
collected during this research study, and that can identify you. We will disclose this
information only with your permission or as required by law.
We will protect your confidentiality by storing the data in a password protected computer
and on a secure flashdrive, to which only the research team will have access to. Code
numbers will be assigned to each participant and will be used on records instead of names.
After collecting the data, consent forms and names will be separated from questionnaires
to maintain your confidentiality.
The research team, authorized CUNY staff and government agencies that oversee this type
of research may have access to research data and records in order to monitor the research.
Research records provided to authorized, non-CUNY individuals will not contain
identifiable information about you. Publications and/or presentations that result from this
study will not identify you by name.
Participants’ Rights:
Your participation in this research study is entirely voluntary. If you decide not to
participate, there will be no penalty to you, and you will not lose any benefits to which you
are otherwise entitled. Your participation or non-participation in this study will in no way
affect your grades, your academic standing with CUNY, or any other status in the College.
You can decide to withdraw your consent and stop participating in the research at any
time, without any penalty.
Alternatives to Participation:
You do not have to participate in this research project to obtain REP credit. You can choose
to participate in other research projects or complete alternative assignments.
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Questions, Comments or Concerns:
If you have any questions, comments or concerns about the research, you can talk to one of
the following researchers:

Alice Genna
alice.genna@jjay.cuny.edu

(919) 225-6036

Dr. Cynthia Calkins
cmercado@jjay.cuny.edu

212.484.1111
10.65.11 NB
Department of Psychology
John Jay College of Criminal Justice

If you have questions about your rights as a research participant, or you have comments or
concerns that you would like to discuss with someone other than the researchers, please
call the CUNY Research Compliance Administrator at 646-664-8918. Alternately, you can
write to:

CUNY Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research
Attn: Research Compliance Administrator
205 East 42nd Street
New York, NY 10017
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Study Name

Attribution of Blame in Rape: The Role of Race

Study Type

Standard online study
This is a standard online study. To participate, sign up and follow
the link to the study.

Duration

60 minutes

Credits

3 Credits

Abstract

A 60 min study which looks at how race affects respondents’
perceptions of rape. You will be asked to read a vignette and
respond to a questionnaire.

Description

Participants will be students at John Jay College. Participants will
receive two course credits for completing the 60-minute study. All
participants will be asked to do the following: complete a
demographic form, asking about your age, ethnicity, college
classification, and gender; read a vignette describing the
scenario of a rape; respond to a questionnaire asking questions
in regards to the rape scenario. The questionnaire pose no
greater risk thank you are likely to encounter in everyday life.
Your participation in this research study is entirely voluntary. If
you decide not to participate, there will be no penalty to you, and
you will not lose any benefits to which you are otherwise entitled.
Your participation or non-participation in this study will in no way
affect your grades, your academic standing with CUNY, or any
other status in the College. You can decide to withdraw your
consent and stop participating in the research at any time,
without any penalty.

Eligibility
Requirements

You must be 18 years or older
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Appendix E
Updated Illinois Rape Myth Acceptance Scale (IRMA)
Strongly agree Strongly disagree
1
Subscale 1: She asked for it
1. If a girl is raped while she is drunk, she is at least somewhat responsible
for letting things get out of hand.
2. When girls go to parties wearing slutty clothes, they are asking for
trouble.
3. If a girl goes to a room alone with a guy at a party, it is her own fault if
she is raped.
4. If a girl acts like a slut, eventually she is going to get into trouble.
5. When girls get raped, it’s often because the way they said “no” was
unclear.
6. If a girl initiates kissing or hooking up, she should not be surprised if a
guy assumes she wants to have sex.
Subscale 2: He didn’t mean to
7. When guys rape, it is usually because of their strong desire for sex.
8. Guys don’t usually intend to force sex on a girl, but sometimes they get
too sexually carried away.
9. Rape happens when a guy’s sex drive goes out of control.
10. If a guy is drunk, he might rape someone unintentionally.
11. It shouldn’t be considered rape if a guy is drunk and didn’t realize what
he was doing.
12. If both people are drunk, it can’t be rape.
Subscale 3: It wasn’t really rape
13. If a girl doesn’t physically resist sex—even if protesting verbally—it can’t
be considered rape.
14. If a girl doesn’t physically fight back, you can’t really say it was rape.
15. A rape probably doesn’t happen if a girl doesn’t have any bruises or
marks.
16. If the accused “rapist” doesn’t have a weapon, you really can’t call it
rape.
17. If a girl doesn’t say “no” she can’t claim rape.
Subscale 4: She lied
18. A lot of times, girls who say they were raped agreed to have sex and then
regret it.
19. Rape accusations are often used as a way of getting back at guys.
20. A lot of times, girls who say they were raped often led the guy on and
then had regrets.
21. A lot of times, girls who claim they were raped have emotional problems.
22. Girls who are caught cheating on their boyfriends sometimes claim it was
rape.
•
•
•

Scoring: Scores range from 1 (strongly agree) to 5 (strongly disagree).
Scores may be totaled for a cumulative score.
Higher scores indicate greater rejection of rape myths.

(Payne, Lonsway, & Fitzgerald, 1999; McMahon & Farmer, 2011)

2

3

4

5
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Appendix F
Debriefing Form
THANKS FOR YOUR HELP!
Dear student,
Thank you for participating in our study. Let me tell you a bit more about the study you just
completed. The goal of our study is to analyze the role of race in attribution of blame in rape. In
addition, we are also interested in analyzing the role that rape myths, such alcohol presence and
victim’s promiscuity, play in influencing individuals’ perceptions of rape scenarios.
Overall, we hypothesized that Black and Latino perpetrators and victims will be blamed more
than White victims and perpetrators. To test our hypotheses, we randomly assigned each
participant to one of nine rape scenarios and asked each participant to answer questions about the
extent to which they considered the events described in the scenario as rape and about the blame
they attributed to either the victim or the offender. In addition, each participant had to complete a
rape myth acceptance scale.
The results of this study will be useful for the implementation of policies and programs directed
to change society's perceptions of rape. In fact, programs can be created to specifically address
and change views and perceptions that individuals might have on what it is considered rape and
on how the race of the victim and/or of the perpetrator can influence the public's perceptions of
blame.
If you have any questions regarding this study, please feel free to contact Alice Genna at
alice.genna@jjay.cuny.edu or Dr. Cynthia Calkins at cmercado@jjay.cuny.edu.
If you find yourself psychologically distressed by participation in this study, we encourage you
to call or visit one of the locations below:
John Jay Counseling Center
Room L68
(212) 237-8111.
LifeNet Hotline
1-800-543-3638 (English)
1-877-298-3373 (Spanish)
1-877-990-8585 (Asian LifeNet)
1-212-982-5284 (TTY)
Thank you again for your participation.
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Appendix G
Codebook
Variable

Description

Values

Other Info

Sex

Sex of the participant

0 = male
1 = female

Use to analyze
frequencies

Race

Race of the participant

Use to analyze
frequencies

Age

Age of the participant

College Level

College classification
of the participant

Was it rape?

The degree to which
participants defined
the described scenario
as rape

Victim Blame

Scale assessing the
degree of blame
attributed to the victim

Offender Blame

Scale assessing the
degree of blame
attributed to the
perpetrators

Acceptance of Rape
Myths

Scale assessing
participants’
acceptance of rape

0=White
1= Black
2 = Latino
3 = Asian
4 = Other
0=18-21
1= 22-25
2 = 26-29
3 = 30-33
4 = 34 and up
0= Freshman
1 = Sophomore
2 = Junior
3 = Senior
1-10
1-3 = No Rape “0”
4-7 = Maybe Rape “1”
8-10 = Definitively
Rape “2”
8-item scale
Total score between 832
8-15 = Low blame “0”
16-23 = Medium
blame “1”
24-32 = High blame
“2”
8-item scale
Total score between 832
8-15 = Low blame “0”
16-23 = Medium
blame “1”
24-32 = High blame
“2”
22-item scale
Total score between
22-110

Use to analyze
frequencies

Self-reported

Self-reported

Self-reported

Self-reported

Self-reported

ATTRIBUTION OF BLAME IN RAPE: THE ROLE OF RACE

myths

53

22-50 = Low
Acceptance “0”
51-80 = Medium
Acceptance “1”
81-110 = High
Acceptance “2”

